Kent Monohan

“Time Line”

Born May 21, 1958

Elementary School


Grades 1-3
Holy Trinity


Grades 4-6
Greathouse

Jr./Sr. High School


Grades 7-12
Waggener


Graduated May, 1976

Joined St. Matthews Fire Protection District – September 1976, as a volunteer

Grandfather retired from St. M.F.D – 1977

Before he retired there were 3 generations of Monohans active at St. Matthews.  Papa John, dad and me

Married to Virginia Ann Banet (Ginny) – September 25, 1982

Son Robert McKiernan Monohan (Robbie) born March 8, 1984

Son Kenton Michael Monohan (Michael) born December 16, 1986

Hired as career firefighter/emt May 18th, 1987

Rose through the ranks of Firefighter, Sergeant and Lieutenant.

Became the Training Officer for the Harrods Creek Fire District in August 1999

Returned to St. Matthews Fire Protection District in November 2000 as a Captain,

Currently assigned to engine 2631.

Was charter member of the Jefferson County Water Rescue Team as Chief Training Instructor.

Received Medal for Valor - 1995

Received Mayor’s Citation – 2004 (Highest award given by mayor)

Received Mayor’s Citation – 2005

Firefighter of the Year - 2005

Received Governor’s Award of Excellence – 2006 (Highest award given by governor)

Retired from St. Matthews Fire Protection District – April 31, 2007

Returned (Rehired) to St. Matthews Fire Protection District, retained rank of Captain –June 1, 2007

Son, Robbie, became fire explorer at Harrods Creek – Summer 2001

Robbie graduated Our Lady of Providence High School – May 2002

Robbie enlisted in United States Air Force – July 9, 2002 (currently stationed at Dyess Air Base in Texas)

Son, Michael, graduated Jeffersonville High School – May 2005

Michael became volunteer firefighter in December 2005 

Michael became 4th generation of Monohans serving at St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  Although Robbie served at Harrods Creek F.D. and not at St. Matthews, he and Michael are the 4th generation of BROTHERS to be firefighters!

Michael graduated from Recruit School – August 2006

hired as intern – April 30, 2007*

Michael hired as full-time career firefighter/emt – May 2007

* I retired at 0800 hrs on April 31st.  Michael began his career at 0800 hrs on April 30th!

What can I say?  I’m the grandson of a legend!  Many people knew “The Chief” by many titles…”The Chief”, ”Chief Nine Wrinkles”, the “old Man” and “Ironsides” were but a few, but I was one of only two people in the fire service that had a different name for him…he was Papa John, my grandfather!  Growing up was far from the everyday “normal”!  I grew up thinking everyone had red lights and a siren on their cars or trucks.  At one point and time there were three firefighters living at home, my grandfather, my father and my uncle.  Talk about excitement when the tones went off, the driveway could be a dangerous place!  

If memory serves, my grandfather was on St. Matthews for 41 years and “The Chief” for 39.  (Al, feel free to correct these dates).  You often could find “The Chief” standing in the corner of the bay, taking in everything around.  He didn’t talk much, and when he did it was more of a ‘grunt’, but everyone knew what he meant and what he wanted done…. AND right now, not later!  The building was always clean, the apparatus spotless.  All evidence of the pride we all felt towards our calling.  With “The Chief” leading, we all wanted to follow!

